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SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5270

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2009 Regul ar Session
State of WAshi ngton 61lst Legislature 2009 Regul ar Session

By Senate Governnent Operations & Elections (originally sponsored by
Senators McDernott, Swecker, Fairley, Cem g, Tom and Shin; by request
of Secretary of State)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 16/ 09.

AN ACT Relating to voter registration; anmending RCW 29A. 04.079
29A.04. 109, 29A.04.163, 29A. 04.210, 29A.08.010, 29A. 08.030, 29A. 08. 105,
29A. 08. 107, 29A.08. 110, 29A. 08. 115, 29A.08. 125, 29A 08. 130, 29A. 08. 135,
29A. 08. 140, 29A.08. 210, 29A. 08. 230, 29A.08.260, 29A. 08.310, 29A. 08. 330,
29A. 08. 350, 29A.08.410, 29A. 08.420, 29A.08.430, 29A. 08.440, 29A. 08.510,
29A. 08. 520, 29A.08.610, 29A. 08. 625, 29A.08. 630, 29A 08.635, 29A. 08. 640,
29A. 08. 720, 29A.08. 760, 29A.40.010, 29A. 40.020, 29A. 40.061, 29A 40.091
29A. 60. 235, and 46.20.155; reenacting and anending RCW 29A. 04.611,
29A. 08. 620, and 29A.40.110; and repealing RCW29A 04. 103, 29A 08. 040,
29A. 08. 113, 29A. 08. 145, 29A. 08. 360, 29A. 08. 605, 29A. 08. 651, and
29A. 08. 780.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29A.04.079 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 114 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

An "infanmous crinme" is a crine punishable by death in the state
penitentiary or inprisonnent in a state correctional facility. Neither
an adjudication in juvenile court pursuant to chapter 13.40 RCW nor a

conviction for a mnmisdeneanor or gross msdeneanor, is an "infanbus

crine."

p. 1 SSB 5270. SL
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Sec. 2. RCW29A.04.109 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 119 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

"Overseas voter" neans any elector of the state of Washington
outside the territorial limts of the United States ((erthebist+riet
of—Colunbta) ) .

Sec. 3. RCW29A 04.163 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 127 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

"Service voter" means any el ector of the state of Washington who is
a nmenber of the arnmed forces under 42 U S.C. Sec. 1973 ff-6 while in
active service, is a nenber of a reserve conponent of the arned forces,
is a student or nenber of the faculty at a United States mlitary
acadeny, is a nenber of the nerchant marine of the United States, ((+s
a—program-partetpant—as—defredi+nREW40-24-020-)) or is a nenber of
a religious group or welfare agency officially attached to and serving
with the arned forces of the United States.

Sec. 4. RCW29A.04.210 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 133 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Except for service and_overseas_ voters, only ((&a)) persons
registered ((veter)) to vote shall be permtted to vote:

(1) At any election held for the purpose of electing persons to
public office;

(2) At any recall election of a public officer;

(3) At any election held for the subm ssion of a neasure to any
voti ng constituency;

(4) At any primary el ection.

This section does not apply to el ections where being registered to
vote is not a prerequisite to voting.

Sec. 5. RCW29A.04.611 and 2006 ¢ 207 s 1 and 2006 ¢ 206 s 2 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

The secretary of state as chief election officer shall nake
reasonabl e rules in accordance with chapter 34.05 RCW not inconsi stent
with the federal and state election |aws to effectuate any provision of
this title and to facilitate the execution of its provisions in an
orderly, tinely, and uniform manner relating to any federal, state,

SSB 5270. SL p. 2
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county, city, town, and district elections. To that end the secretary
shall assist local election officers by devising uniform forns and
pr ocedur es.

In addition to the rul e-nmaking authority granted otherw se by this
section, the secretary of state shall nake rules governing the
foll ow ng provisions:

(1) The mai ntenance of voter registration records;

(2) The preparation, maintenance, distribution, review, and filing
of precinct maps;

(3) Standards for the design, |ayout, and production of ballots;

(4) The examination and testing of voting systens for
certification;

(5) The source and scope of independent evaluations of voting
systens that may be relied upon in certifying voting systens for use in
this state;

(6) Standards and procedures for the acceptance testing of voting
systens by counti es;

(7) Standards and procedures for testing the programm ng of vote
tallying software for specific primaries and el ections;

(8) Standards and procedures for the preparation and use of each
type of certified voting systemincluding procedures for the operation
of counting centers where vote tallying systens are used;

(9) Standards and procedures to ensure the accurate tabul ati on and
canvassi ng of ballots;

(10) Consistency anong the counties of the state in the preparation
of ballots, the operation of vote tallying systens, and the canvassing
of primaries and el ecti ons;

(11) Procedures to ensure the secrecy of a voter's ballot when a
smal | nunber of ballots are counted at the polls or at a counting
center;

(12) The use of substitute devices or neans of voting when a voting
device at the polling place is found to be defective, the counting of
votes cast on the defective device, the counting of votes cast on the
substitute device, and the docunentation that nust be submtted to the
county auditor regardi ng such circunstances;

(13) Procedures for the transportation of sealed containers of
voted ballots or seal ed voting devi ces;

p. 3 SSB 5270. SL
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(14) The acceptance and filing of docunents via electronic
facsiml e;

(15) Voter registration applications and records;

(16) The use of voter registration information in the conduct of
el ecti ons;

(17) The coordination, delivery, and processing of voter
registration records accepted by driver licensing agents or the
departnent of |icensing;

(18) The coordination, delivery, and processing of voter
regi stration records accepted by agenci es desi gnated by the governor to
provi de voter registration services;

(19) Procedures to receive and distribute voter registration
applications by nmail;

(20) Procedures for a voter to change his or her voter registration
address within a county by tel ephone;

(21) Procedures for a voter to change the nanme under which he or
she is registered to vote;

(22) Procedures for canceling dual voter registration records and
for maintaining records of persons whose voter registrations have been
cancel ed;

(23) Procedures for the electronic transfer of voter registration
records between county auditors and the office of the secretary of
st at e;

(24) Procedures and forns for declarations of candi dacy;

(25) Procedures and requirenents for the acceptance and filing of
decl arations of candi dacy by el ectroni c neans;

(26) Procedures for the circunstance in which two or nore
candi dates have a nanme simlar in sound or spelling so as to cause
confusion for the voter;

(27) Filing for office;

(28) The order of positions and offices on a ballot;

(29) Sanpl e ballots;

(30) I ndependent eval uations of voting systens;

(31) The testing, approval, and certification of voting systens;

(32) The testing of vote tallying software progranm ng;

(33) Standards and procedures to prevent fraud and to facilitate
the accurate processing and canvassing of absentee ballots and mai

SSB 5270. SL p. 4
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ball ots, including standards for the approval and inplenmentation of
hardware and software for automated signature verification systens;

(34) Standards and procedures to guarantee the secrecy of absentee
ball ots and mail ballots;

(35) Uniformty anong the counties of the state in the conduct of
absentee voting and mail ball ot el ections;

(36) Standards and procedures to accomopdate ((eut—ef-state
voters:)) overseas voters((;)) and service voters;

(37) The tabul ati on of paper ballots before the cl ose of the polls;

(38) The accessibility of polling places and registration
facilities that are accessible to elderly and di sabl ed persons;

(39) The aggregation of precinct results if reporting the results
of a single precinct could jeopardi ze the secrecy of a person's ballot;

(40) Procedures for conducting a statutory recount;

(41) Procedures for filling vacancies in congressional offices if
the general statutory tine requirenents for availability of absentee
ballots, certification, canvassing, and related procedures cannot be
net ;

(42) Procedures for the statistical sanpling of signatures for
purposes of verifying and canvassing signatures on initiative,
referendum and recall election petitions;

(43) Standards and deadlines for submtting naterial to the office
of the secretary of state for the voters' panphlet;

(44) Deadlines for the filing of ballot titles for referendumbills
and constitutional anendnents if none have been provided by the
| egi sl ature;

(45) Procedures for the publication of a state voters' panphlet;

(46) Procedures for conducting special elections regardi ng nucl ear
waste sites if the general statutory tine requirenments for availability
of absentee ballots, certification, canvassing, and rel ated procedures
cannot be net;

(47) Procedures for conducting partisan primary el ections;

(48) Standards and procedures for the proper conduct of voting
during the early voting period to provide accessability for the blind
or visually inpaired;

(49) Standards for voting technol ogy and systens used by the state
or any political subdivision to be accessible for individuals wth
disabilities, including nonvisual accessibility for the blind and
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visually inpaired, in a manner that provides the sane opportunity for
access and participation, including privacy and i ndependence, as ot her
vot ers;

(50) Al data formats for transferring voter registration data on
el ectronic or machi ne-readable nedia for the purpose of adm nistering
the statew de voter registration list required by the Hel p Anerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);

(51) Defining the interaction of electronic voter registration
el ecti on managenent systens enpl oyed by each county auditor to maintain
a |l ocal copy of each county's portion of the official state |ist of
regi stered voters;

(52) Provisions and procedures to inplenment the state-based
adm ni strative conplaint procedure as required by the Hel p Anerica Vote
Act (P.L. 107-252);

(53) Facilitating the paynent of |ocal governnent grants to | ocal
governnment el ection officers or vendors; and

(54) Standards for the verification of signatures on absentee,
mai | , and provi sional ball ot envel opes.

Sec. 6. RCW29A.08.010 and 2006 ¢ 320 s 2 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

({ As —used — i — this — chapter—“nlormation —reguired —for —voter
regtstratton—neans)) (1) The m ninmuminformation provided on a voter
regi stration application that is required ((bythe—eounty—auditer)) in

order to place a voter registration applicant on the voter registration
roll s( (—Fh+s—tnfermatioen)) i ncl udes:

((5)) (a) Nane;

((2)) (b) Residential address;

((3))) (c) Date of birth;

( { () Vashington—state—dirver—stHecensenurber—orVWashington—state
i de“tl I I eatl en—a d “H“bel [ o1 Elle I aSt I otH dl gl Es el Elle appl I ea“E S
Social  Security nunber if the applicant does not have a Vashington

e e 1 hi g L : :

£5r)) (d) A signature attesting to the truth of the information
provi ded on the application; and

((68y)) (e) A check or indication in the box confirmng the
individual is a United States citizen.

SSB 5270. SL p. 6
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(2) The residential address provided nust identify the actual
physi cal residence of the voter in Wshington, as defined in RCW
29A.04. 151, with detail sufficient to allowthe voter to be assigned to
the proper precinct and to locate the voter to confirm his or her
resi dence for purposes of verifying qualification to vote under Article
VI, section 1 of the state Constitution. A residential address may be
either a traditional address or a nontraditional address. A
traditional address consists of a street nunber and nane, optional
apartnent nunber or unit nunber, and city or town, as assigned by a
| ocal governnment, which serves to identify the parcel or building of
residence and the unit if a nultiunit residence. A nontraditiona
address consists of a narrative description of the location of the
voter's residence, and may be used when a traditional address has not

been assigned to the voter's residence. ((H—thepostal—servicedoes
not-—delver—pmai-—to—the—voter—s—residential—address——eor—the—voter

voter registrationrolls.))
(3) Al other information suppliedis ancillary and not to be used
as grounds for not registering an applicant to vote.
(4) Modification of the |anguage of the official Wshington state
voter registration form by the voter will not be accepted and wl
cause the rejection of the registrant's application.

Sec. 7. RCW29A 08.030 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

The definitions set forth in this section apply throughout this
chapter, unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Verification notice" nmeans a notice sent by the county auditor
or secretary of state to a voter registration applicant and is used to
verify or collect information about the applicant in order to conplete

p. 7 SSB 5270. SL
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the registration. The verification notice nust be designed to include
a postage prepaid, preaddressed return form by which the applicant nmay
verify or send i nformation.

(2) "Acknow edgenent notice" neans a notice sent by nonforwardable
mail by the county auditor or secretary of state to a registered voter
to acknowl edge a voter registration transaction, which can include
initial registration, transfer, or reactivation of an inactive
regi stration. An acknow edgenent notice nmay be a voter registration
card.

(3) "ldentification notice" neans a notice sent to a provisionally
regi stered voter to confirmthe applicant's identity.

(4) "Confirmation notice" neans a notice sent to a registered voter
by first-class forwardable mail at the address indicated on the voter's
permanent registration record and to any other address at which the
county auditor or secretary of state could reasonably expect mail to be
received by the voter in order to confirm the voter's residence
address. The confirmation notice nust be designed to include a postage
prepai d, preaddressed return formby which the registrant may verify
t he address information.

Sec. 8. RCW29A.08.105 and 2004 c 267 s 105 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In conpliance with the Help Anmerica Vote Act (P.L. 107-252),
the centralized statewide voter registration list maintained by the

secretary of state is the official list of eligible voters for al
el ecti ons.
(2) In all counties, the county auditor shall be the chief

registrar of voters for every precinct wthin the county. ((Fhe
i . . . . . . . .
persons—restding—n—the—county—Faeh —registratton—asststant —holds
73 I | Y r I I . I
voter—
3} T i hall I L . .
L . : ] 1 abl I bl | .
tnclude but not limted to the elections office, and all connon
sehools—Hre—stattons—and—publbietH-braries—))

SSB 5270. SL p. 8
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Sec. 9. RCW29A 08.107 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) ((Fhe—seecretary—ol——state-—rmust—review the—inlormton—provi-ded
by — each — voter —reghstration —apptecant —to —ensure —that)) If  the
((provided)) driver's license nunber, state identification card nunber,
or last four digits of the Social Security nunber provided by the
applicant match the information maintai ned by the Washi ngt on depart nent
of licensing or the Social Security adm nistration, and the applicant
provided all information required by ROW29A. 08. 010, the applicant nust

be reqgistered to vote. ((H—armateh—ecannet—berade—theseeretary—of
state—oer—county—auditor—ust—correspond—wththe—appHecant—to—+reselve
the—diserepaney—
2y —H-—the —appHecant —fails—to—respond —to—any—correspondence
regured—iA—this—sectton—to—eontHrm-nformtion—provided—onr—a—voter
: : ¥ : it hinf ‘ lays—t] L "
be_—Feg¥s%e%ed~—Pe~—ve%ef———lhem—see#e%a#ym—eﬁm—s%a%em—sha#+~—#e#ma#d~—%he

last—four— d+g+%s— of —the— app¥+eaﬂ%—s- Seetal-— Seea#+%y— Auber— n&%eh
ex+sting—records—wth—the—\Vashington—departrent—of—-censing—or—the

ol : i on. I : oy I L I
I e e 1 ber.  dentifi : I ber.
ol : ; I ¥ I I I I i eial

L : : I .

4> —tn —order—to —prevent —dupHcate —registration—records——ak-
corplete—voter —registration—appH-ecations —must —be—sereened —agatnst
ex+sting—veter—registraton—records—in—the—ofHectal—statewrde—voter
regtstratton—tst——H—amateh—ofl—an—existing—record+s—found—+n—the
of-H+etal—H-st——the—record—must—be— upda%ed wH-R—tHhe —new—nforratHon

(2) If the driver's |license nunber, state identification card
nunber, or last four digits of the Social Security nunber provided by
the applicant do not match the informati on nmai ntai ned by the WAshi ngton
departnent of licensing or the Social Security admnistration, or if
the applicant does not provide a Wshington driver's license, a

p. 9 SSB 5270. SL
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Washington state identification card, or a Social Security nunber, the
applicant nust be provisionally registered to vote. An identification
notice nust be sent to the voter to obtain the correct driver's |license
nunber, state_ identification card nunber, last four_ digits of the
Social _Security nunber, or one of the following forns of alternate
identification:

(a) Vvalid photo identification;

(b) Avalid enrollnent card of a federally recognized Indian tribe
in WAshi ngton state;

(c) Acopy of acurrent utility bill;

(d) A current bank statenent;

(e) Acopy of a current governnent check;

(f) A copy of a current paycheck; or

(g9) A governnent docunent, other than a voter registration card,
that shows both the nane and address of the voter.

(3) The ballot of a provisionally reqgistered voter nay not_ be
counted until the voter provides a driver's license nunber, a state

Security nunber that nmatches the_ information_naintained_ by _ the
Washington _ departnment = of _ licensing__or _ the _ Social _ Security
adm nistration, or until the voter provides alternate identification.
The identification nust be_ provided no_later than_ the day_ before
certification of the primary or election. If the voter provides one of
the forns_of identification in_subsection (2) of this section, the
voter's reqgistration status nust be changed from provisionally
regi stered to registered.

(4) A provisional registration nust remain on the official list of
regi stered voters_through at least two general elections for federa
office. If, after two general elections for federal office, the voter
still has not verified his or her identity, the_ provisiona
registration nmay be cancel ed.

(5) The requirenents of this section do not apply to an overseas or
service voter who reqgisters to vote by signing the return envel ope of
an absentee ballot, or to a registered voter transferring his or her
registration

Sec. 10. RCW 29A. 08. 110 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 5 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

SSB 5270. SL p. 10
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(1) An application is considered conplete only if it contains the
( { appbecants—nane— —~conplete—vabidrestdence—address—date—ot —birth-

the — check—off — box — i rine Ui - e o —and—an
i . _ that — the — ded  dri e 1 . ber. —
Hdenptiiecationr —card — prurber— — e — Seetal — Seeur-ty — ruAber —has —been
confirmed by the secretary of state. If it +s not conplete, the
’ hall | | e . : Y lof o
I L . hi vy . . hall : I L
provi-de—the—m-sstng—information—H—the—vertiecation—notice—is—not
returned—by—the—appHeant—wthin—forty-fve—days—oer—ts—returned—as
undeHverable—the—nare—of —the—appHecant—shall—not—be—placed—oen—the
ot eial—H-st—of—registered—voters— I —the—appHecant—provides—the
regutred—vertfied—information—the—appHecant—shall—be—registered—teo
s applicable.
2A—H—the—+nlormat-on—reguired—na—subsecton—{H—of—this—section
is—conpleter)) information required by RCW 29A.08.010. The applicant
is considered to be registered to vote as of the original date of
mailing or date of delivery, whichever is applicable. The auditor
shall record the appropriate precinct identification, taxing district
identification, and date of registration on the voter's record in the
state voter registration list. Any nmailing address provided shall be
used only for mail delivery purposes, and not for precinct assignnent
or _residency purposes. Wthin ((ferty—++ve)) sixty days after the
recei pt of an application ((bwt—nre—later—thanr—seven—days—before—the
next—prrary,—spectal—election—oer—general—eleetion)) or transfer, the

auditor shall send to the applicant, by first-class nonforwardable

mai | , an acknow edgenent notice identifying the registrant's precinct
and containing such other information as my be required by the
secretary of state. The postal service shall be instructed not to
forward a voter registration card to any other address and to return to
the auditor any card which is not deliverable.
((£3))) (2) I'f an ((acknow edgenent notice card is properly nmailed
. Ly hi . I " L L I bei

p. 11 SSB 5270. SL
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contrration—nottee—Fhe auditor——shall—place the veter—st+egistration
on — Hnactve — statbus — pending — a — response — rom—the —voter —to—the
conrmation—notice)) application is not conplete, the auditor shal
pronptly mail a verification notice to the applicant. The verification
notice shall require the applicant to provide the m ssing infornation.
If the_ applicant provides the required information within forty-five
days, the applicant shall be registered to vote as of the original date
of application. The applicant shall not be placed on the official Iist
of reqgistered voters until the applicationis conplete.

Sec. 11. RCW29A 08.115 and 2005 c 246 s 8 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

A person or organization collecting voter registration application
forms must transmt the forns to the secretary of state or a county
auditor ((at—least—oence—weekly)) within_ five business days. The
regi stration date on such forms will be the date they are received by
the secretary of state or county auditor.

Sec. 12. RCW29A.08.125 and 2005 c 246 s 9 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The office of the secretary of state shall maintain a statew de
voter regqgistration_database. Thi s database_nust be_a_centralized,
uniform interactive conputerized statewde_ voter registration_ |Iist
that contains the nane and reqgistration information of every reqistered
voter in the state.

(2) The statewide list is the official list of reqgistered voters
for the conduct of all elections.
(3) The statewide list must include, but is not linited to, the

nane, date of birth, residence address, signature, gender, and date of
registration of every legally reqgistered voter in the state.

(4) A unique identifier nmust be assigned to each registered voter
in the state.

(5) The database nust be coordinated wth other government
dat abases within the state including, but not limted to, the
departnment of corrections, the departnent of licensing, the departnent
of health, the admnistrative office of the courts, and county
auditors. The database may al so be coordinated with the databases of
election officials in other states.

SSB 5270. SL p. 12
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(6) Authorized enployees of the secretary of state and each county
auditor nust have immediate electronic access to the infornmation
mai ntai ned in the database.

(7) Voter registration information received by each county auditor
must be electronically entered into the database. The office_of the
secretary of state nust provide support, as_needed, to enable_ each
county auditor to enter and naintain voter registration informationin
the state database.

(8) The secretary of state has data_ authority over all voter
registration data.

(9) The voter registration database nust be designed to acconplish
at amninum the follow ng:

(a) Conply with the help Anerica vote act of 2002 (P.L. 107-252);

(b) Identify duplicate voter regqgistrations;

(c) ldentify suspected duplicate voters;

(d) Screen_against any avail abl e databases_ nmaintained by other
governnment agencies to identify voters who are ineligible to vote due
to a felony conviction, lack of citizenship, or nental inconpetence;

(e) Provide images of voters' signatures for the purpose of
checking signatures oninitiative and referendumpetitions;

(f) Provide for a_ conparison_ between the voter reqgistration
dat abase and the departnent of |icensing change of address dat abase;

(g) Provide access for county auditors that includes the
capability to update registrations and search for duplicate
registrations; and

(h) Provide for the cancellation of reqgistrations of voters who
have noved out of state.

(10) The secretary of state nmy, upon_ agreenent wth other
appropriate jurisdictions, screen_against any available databases
mai ntained by election_ officials _in_other states and_ databases
mai ntained by federal agencies_including, but _not limted to, the
federal bureau of investigation, the federal court system the federal
bureau of prisons, and the bureau of citizenship and inmgration
servi ces.

(11) The database shall retain_infornmation regarding previous
successful appeals of proposed cancellations of registrations in order
to avoid repeated cancellations for the sane reason.

p. 13 SSB 5270. SL
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(12) Each county auditor shall maintain a ((eoerputer—fHe
contath-hg—acopyof—eachreeord)) list of all registered voters within

the county that are contained on the official statewide voter
registration list ((fer—that—ecounty)).

((£2—Fhe-—secretary—ot——state-—shalH—atteast —quarterby—reviewand

I I I e a1 . I I il : o
. . I I | it I . .

{3) The conputer file nust include, but not be limted to, each
e ¢ _ iddle_initial—d  birth. o
address—gender—dateofregistratioen)) In addition to the information
mai ntained _in_the statew de_ database, the county database nust_ also
mai ntain_the applicable taxing district and precinct codes for_each
voter in the county, and ((thetast—date-—on)) a list of elections in

whi ch the individual voted.

( (4h—Fhe—countyaudi-tor—shall—subsequentty record—each—consecutive
date upon which the individual has voted and retain all such
consecutve—dates) )

(13)  Each_county auditor shall _allow_ electronic_access__and
information transfer between the county's voter reqistration systemand
the official statew de voter registration list.

Sec. 13. RCW29A.08.130 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 210 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

({ 1 —Except —as—otherwtse—spectted—by —this—title——registered
volers—inetlude—those—asstgnred—to—active—and—inacttve—status—by—the
COtHH-y—ateH--or—

2y)) Election officials shall not include inactive voters in the
count of registered voters for the purpose of dividing precincts,
creating vote-by-mail precincts, determ ning voter turnout, or other
purposes in law for which the determning factor is the nunber of
regi stered voters. El ection officials shall not include persons who
are ongoi ng absentee voters under RCW 29A. 40.040 in determning the
maxi mum perm ssi bl e size of vote-by-mail precincts or in determning
the maximum permssible size of precincts. Nothing in this
((subseetion)) section may be construed as altering the vote tallying
requi renents of RCW29A. 60. 230.
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Sec. 14. RCW 29A. 08. 135 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 111 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

preseribed—by—the—seeretary—of—state-)) (1) Wien a person who has
previously registered to vote in another state applies for voter

registration in_ Washington, the person shall provide on the

registration form((5)) all information needed to cancel any previous
registration. Notification nmust be nade to the state elections office
of the applicant's previous state of registration.

(2) A county auditor receiving official information that a voter
has registered to vote in another state shall immediately cancel that
voter's registration on the official state voter registration |ist.

Sec. 15. RCW 29A.08.140 and 2006 ¢ 97 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(T . . i e all : hall | | | .

: : hi I . ’ | ' . ’ ol
el ection, and general election to be held in such precincts.))

(1) I'n order to vote in_any primry, special election, or general
el ection, a person who is not reqgistered to vote in WAshi ngton nust:

(a) Submt_ a reqgistration_ application no_later than twenty-nine
days_before the day of the primary, special_ election, or_general
el ection; or

(b) Register in person at the county auditor's office in his or her
county of residence no later than_eight days before the day of the
primary, special election, or general election. A person regqgistering
under this subsection will be issued an absentee ballot.

(2) A person who is already reqgistered to vote in Washi ngton may
update his _or her reqgistration no later than twenty-nine days before
the day of the primary, special election, or general election to be in
effect for that primary, special election, or_ general election. A
regi stered voter who fails to transfer his or her residential address
by this deadline may vote according to his or her previous registration
addr ess.

(3) Prior to each primary and general election, the county auditor

shall give notice of the ((elesthrg—oft—the precinetFilesfor—transter

p. 15 SSB 5270. SL
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ROW—-29A-08-145)) reqgistration_deadlines by one publication in a

newspaper of general circulation in the county at least thirty-five

days before the ((elestng—eof—theprectnet—Fites—
Noe—person—may—vote—at—any—primary—spectal—electi-on—or—general
| . . . L | | I he l . I
| hi | bef I . | . I
on—the —ofHetal—statewrde—voter —regtstratton—Hst—H- —a—person-
I . Lified . I ’ ’ I . . hi ol
I I L : . on——d . | hi
days—hefore—any—prinary—spectab —election—or—general—election—he—or
she—may—regtster—and—vote—by—absentee—balot—for—that—prrary—or
eleetion—under—REOW29A-08-145)) primary or general el ection.

Sec. 16. RCW 29A.08.210 and 2005 c¢ 246 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

An applicant for voter registration shall conplete an application
providing the follow ng i nformation concer ni ng hi s or her
qualifications as a voter in this state:

(1) The forner address of the ((last—+Forrer—registrationof—the))
applicant ((as—a—veter+nthestate)) if previously registered to vote;

(2) The applicant's full nane;

(3) The applicant's date of birth,;

(4) The address of the applicant's residence for voting purposes;

(5) The mailing address of the applicant if that address is not the
sane as the address in subsection (4) of this section;

(6) The sex of the applicant;

(7) The applicant's Washington state driver's |icense nunber
((er)), Washington state identification card nunber, or the last four
digits of the applicant's Social Security nunber if he or she does not
have a Washington state driver's |icense or Wshington state
identification card;

(8) ((Acheckbox—tortheappbecanttoindicatethat—heor—shedoes
et — have —a — Vashngton — state — ditver s — Heense— — Vashington —state
g vy . 1 ol . ber:

£9))) A check box allowi ng the applicant to indicate that he or she
is a menber of the armed forces, national guard, or reserves, or that
he or she is an overseas voter;

SSB 5270. SL p. 16
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((28))) (9) A check box allow ng the applicant to confirmthat he
or she is at |east eighteen years of age or will be eighteen years of
age by the next election;

((+H)) (10) dear and conspicuous | anguage, designed to draw the
applicant's attention, stating that the applicant nust be a United
States citizen in order to register to vote;

((+2)) (11) A check box and declaration confirmng that the
applicant is a citizen of the United States;

((x3y)) (12) The foll ow ng warni ng:

“If you knowngly provide false information on this voter
registration form or knowingly make a false declaration about your
qualifications for voter registration you will have commtted a cl ass
C felony that is punishable by inprisonnment for up to five years, a
fine of up to ten thousand dollars, or both."

( ( +H4)—FhefoHowngatHrration by theappHecant—

"By —si-ght-ng—thi-s—deecurent———hereby —assert——under—penalty—eof-
perury—that—+—amtegatly—ebH-gi-ble—to—vote—H—1—am-feundtohave

£25))) (13) The oath required by RCW 29A.08. 230 and a space for the
applicant's signature; and
((26))) (14) Any other information that the secretary of state
determ nes is necessary to establish the identity of the applicant and
prevent duplicate or fraudul ent voter registrations.
This information shall be recorded on a single registration formto
be prescribed by the secretary of state.
((Hf the applicant fails to provide the information required for
. on—td i hall Lt L vy .
o he_ L — rray—net —be— . - L the_ . I
- on—is_ ded TN vy Lo ce_ic_ '\ as
W N I L  aitls to I I . i
: ‘i I ey L hall I : I )

Sec. 17. RCW 29A. 08. 230 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 218 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

p. 17 SSB 5270. SL
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For all voter registrations, the registrant shall sign the
fol |l ow ng oat h:

"I declare that the facts on this voter registration formare true.
| am a citizen of the United States, | amnot presently denied ((#m
etvi-—rights)) the right to vote as a result of being convicted of a
felony, | will have lived in Washington at this address for thirty days
i mredi ately before the next election at which I vote, and I will be at
| east ei ghteen years old when | vote."

Sec. 18. RCW 29A.08.260 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 118 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall distribute forns by which a person my
register to vote by nmail and transfer any previous registration in this
state. The county auditor shall keep a supply of voter registration
forme in his or her office at all tinmes for political parties and
others interested in assisting in voter registration, and shall nmake
every effort to nake these forns generally available to the public.
The county auditor shall provide voter registration forms to city and
town clerks, state offices, schools, fire stations, public libraries,
and any other |ocations considered appropriate by the auditor or
secretary of state for extending registration opportunities to all
areas of the county. After the initial distribution of voter
registration fornms to a given | ocation, a representative designated by
the official in charge of that |location shall notify the county auditor
of the need for additional voter registration supplies.

Sec. 19. RCW29A.08.310 and 2003 c¢ 111 s 222 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The governor, in consultation wth the secretary of state,
shal |l designate agencies to provide voter registration services in
conpliance with federal statutes.

(2) Each state agency designated shall provide voter registration
services for enployees and the public within each office of that
agency.

(3) The secretary of state shall design and provide a standard
notice informng the public of the availability of voter registration,
whi ch notice shall be posted in each state agency where such services
are avail abl e.

SSB 5270. SL p. 18
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(4) ((Fhe—seeretary—of—state—shall-—destgn—and—provi-de—standard
voter registration forms for use by these state agencies.

£5))) Each institution of higher education shall put in place an
active pronpt on its course registration web site, or simlar web site
that students actively and reqularly use, that, if selected, wll link
the student to the secretary of state's voter registration web site.
The pronpt nust ask the student if he or she wishes to register to
vot e.

Sec. 20. RCW29A.08.330 and 2005 c 246 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The secretary of state shall prescribe the nethod of voter
registration for each designated agency. The agency shall use either
the state voter registration by mail formw th a separate declination
formfor the applicant to indicate that he or she declines to register
at this time, or the agency may use a separate form approved for use by
the secretary of state.

(2) The person providing service at the agency shall offer voter
registration services to every client whenever he or she applies for
service or assistance and wth each renewal, recertification, or change
of address. The person providing service shall give the applicant the
sane | evel of assistance with the voter registration application as is
offered to fill out the agency's forms and docunents, including
information about age and citizenship requirenents for voter
regi stration

(3) The person providing service at the agency shall determne if
the prospective applicant wants to register to vote or transfer his or
her voter registration by asking the foll ow ng question:

"Do you want to register to vote or transfer your voter
regi stration?"

| f the applicant chooses to register or transfer a registration
t he service agent shall ask the foll ow ng:

(a) "Are you a United States citizen?"
(b) "Are you or will you be eighteen years of age on or before the
next el ection?"

| f the applicant answers in the affirmative to both questions, the
agent shall then provide the applicant wwth a voter registration form

p. 19 SSB 5270. SL
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and instructions and shall record that the applicant has requested to
register to vote or transfer a voter registration. I f the applicant
answers in the negative to either question, the agent shall not provide
the applicant with a voter registration form

(4) If an agency uses a conputerized application process, it may,
in consultation with the secretary of state, devel op nethods to capture
sinmul taneously the information required for voter registration during
a person's conputerized application process.

(5 Each designated agency shall ( ( provide —for —the — voter

shatH-—forvward —the —fors —to—the —ecounty —a—whi-ch—the —appbcant—has

) I I I I : I I hich tl
forms — were —recerved —by —the —seeretary—oef —state)) transmt the
applications to the secretary of state or appropriate county auditor
within three busi ness days.

Sec. 21. RCW 29A. 08. 350 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 120 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
((é&} Fhe — see#e%a#y of — state —shakh — provide — For — the —voter

£2))) The departnent of |icensing shall produce and transmt to the
secretary of state ((a—+rachihre—readableftlecontaining)) the foll ow ng
information fromthe records of each individual who requested a voter
registration or transfer at a driver's license facility ((durtng—each
pertod—for—whi-eh—forns—are—transm-tted—under—subsectton—{H—ol—thts
seet+oen)): The nanme, address, date of birth, gender of the applicant,
the driver's license nunber, and the date on which the application for
voter registration or transfer was subnitted((;—anrdthetocation—ofthe
ofH-H+ece—at—whi-ch—the—appHecation—was—subm-tted) ) . The secretary of
state shall process the registrations_and transfers as_an electronic
application.

({ £3—The—voter—regrstratton—torms —Hom—the —drtvers—H-ecenstng
Faet-tes—pust—hetorwarded—tothe—county—t+n—whichthe—appHecant—has
registered to vote no later than ten days after the date on which the
forms were to be collected.
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4y —For—a—voter—registiraton—apphbecation—where—the—address—for
vepkng—qupeses—+s—d+##e#en%—#%en+%he—add#ess—Fﬂ—%he—ﬁaeh+ﬂe—#eadab#e

. on—of—td B o the—existing_ B . .
fites of-that county.

6y —Fhe —secretary — ol —state —shalkb —produce —a— Hst —of —voter
regtstrat-on—transactions—tor—eachcountby —andtransm-t—acopy—ol—this
Lks%—Pe—%ha%—eeHﬂ%y—kah—eaeh—#++e—e#—vepep—Feg+s%%a%+eﬂ—%#ansae%+ens

be—%#aﬂsn+%%ed—unde%—subsee%+ea—%&}—e#—%h+s—see%+{#+o)

Sec. 22. RCW29A.08.410 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 228 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

( (Fo—ratntatn—a—vad—voter—+egistration,-)) A registered voter who
changes his or her residence from one address to another within the
sane county ((shalh)) nmay transfer his or her registration to the new
address in one of the foll ow ng ways:

(1) Sending ((+e)) the county auditor a ((stghred)) request stating
both the voter's present address and the address from which the voter
was | ast registered;

(2) Appearing in person before the county auditor and ((s+gning))
meki ng such a request;

(3) ({ transterringtheregtstration—+n—themwanner—provi-ded—by—RCOW
29A. 08.430; or
£4))) Telephoning or e-mailing the county auditor to transfer the
regi strati on( (——Fhe—telephone—eal—transterrtng—a—registration—by
telephone —nust —bhe —recetbved — by — the — audi-tor — belore —the — precinet
. . i | I . : : I .
ol L el . . hich tl . )): or

(4) Submitting a voter reqgistration application
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Sec. 23. RCW 29A.08.420 and 2004 ¢ 267 s 122 are each anended to
read as follows:
A registered voter who changes his or her residence fromone county

to another county nust do so ((+A—witihg—using—a—preseribed)) by
submtting a voter registration form The county auditor of the

voter's new county shall transfer the voter's registration from the
county of the previous registration.

Sec. 24. RCW 29A.08.430 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 123 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A ((persen—whoe—+s)) registered ((to—voete+nthis—state)) voter
may submit a transfer of his or her voter registration on the day of a
primary, special election, or general election ((er—prrary—under—the
follow ng procedures:

a—Fhe—voter—ray—conplete——at—thepolHngplace)) by conpleting

a voter registration form ((destgned—by—the—seeretary—of—state—and
i od I i ;

(2) A voter who requests to transfer((s)) his or her registration
( (+HA—the—manner—authorized —by—this—seetion)) after the deadlines
established in RCW 29A. 08. 140 shall vote in the precinct in which he or
she was previously registered.

((£3)—T ' hall—withi . I , | I I
I : | . . I hi on. | L od

. I 1 hi I . | ol | )

Sec. 25. RCW 29A.08.440 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 231 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

({ Fo—+mtntatn—a—val+d—votervegtstration—a—persen)) A registered
voter who changes his or her nane shall notify the county auditor
regarding the nane change ((+hr—ene—oft—the—foHowng—ways—(1)—By
sending—the—auditer)) by submtting a notice clearly identifying the
name under which he or she is registered to vote, the voter's new nane,

and the voter's residence((—Sdueh—anoetiecerust—besighedbythevoter
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: bef I ' : : : | i ani
sueh—a—ehange—of—nanre—nottece—{(3)—by—sighing—such—a—change—of—nane

a—maH—+n)), and_providing a_signature_ of the_ new_ nanme, or_ by

submtting a_voter registration application ((er—a—preseribed—state
agency application)).

A properly registered voter who files a change-of-nanme notice at
the voter's precinct polling place during a primary or el ection and who
desires to vote at that primary or election shall sign the poll book
using the voter's fornmer and new nanes ((+Hr—the—sare—mraRRer—as—+s

reg-red—tor—the—change-of-nane—nobice) ) .

Sec. 26. RCW 29A. 08. 510 and 2004 c 267 s 124 are each anended to

H-sts—under—ROAW-29A-08-605,-)) The reqgistrations of deceased voters

((wH)) nmay be canceled fromvoter registration lists as foll ows:

(1) Periodically, the registrar of vital statistics of the state
shall prepare a |list of persons who resided in each county, for whoma
death certificate was transmtted to the registrar and was not included
on a previous list, and shall supply the list to the secretary of
state.

The secretary of state shall conpare this list wth the
regi stration records and cancel the registrations of deceased voters
( { w0 — at — Feast —torty-tve — days — before — the — next — prary — 66
election)).

(2) In addition, each county auditor may also use governnent
agencies _and newspaper obituary articles as a source of information
({ Hh—order—to—ecancel—a—voter—s—regtstraton—trom-the—oltetal—state
voter—+registrat+ont+st)) for identifying deceased voters and canceling
a reqgistration. The auditor nust verify the identity of the voter by
mat ching the voter's date of birth or an address. The auditor shal
record the date and source of the ((ebiHtuary)) information in the
cancel l ati on records.
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(3) I'naddition, any registered voter may sign a statenent, subject
to the penalties of perjury, to the effect that to his or her personal
know edge or belief another registered voter 1is deceased. Thi s
statenent may be filed with the county auditor or the secretary of
state. Upon the receipt of such signed statenent, the county auditor
or the secretary of state shall cancel the registration ((recerds
concerned)) fromthe official state voter registration |ist.

Sec. 27. RCW29A.08.520 and 2005 c 246 s 15 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Upon receiving official notice of a person's conviction of a
felony in either state or federal court, if the convicted person is a
regi stered voter in the county, the county auditor shall cancel the

defendant's voter registration. ((Additienatby))

(2) The secretary of state in conjunction with the departnent of
corrections, ((the—Vashington—state—patrol)) the office of the
admnistrator for the courts, and other appropriate state agencies
shal |l arrange for a quarterly conparison of alist of known felons with
the statewide voter registration |list. If a ((persen)) reqgistered
voter is found on a ((felen)) reliable |list ((anrdthe—statewde—voter
registrat+ont+ist)) of felons who are ineligible to vote, the secretary
of state or county auditor shall confirm the match through a nane and
date of birth conparison and suspend the voter registration fromthe
official state voter registration list. The ((eanrcelHng—auvthority))
secretary of state shall send to the person at his or her |ast known
voter registration address a notice of the proposed cancel |l ati on and an
explanation of the requirenents for restoring the right to vote once
all terns of sentencing have been conpleted. |If the person does not
respond within thirty days, the registration nust be cancel ed.

((2)) (3) The right to vote may be restored by, for each felony
conviction, one of the foll ow ng:

(a) Acertificate of discharge issued by the sentencing court, as
provi ded i n RCW9. 94A. 637;

(b) Acourt order restoring the right, as provided in RCW9. 92. 066;

(c) Afinal order of discharge issued by the i ndeterm nate sentence
revi ew board, as provided in RCW9. 96. 050; or

(d) A certificate of restoration issued by the governor, as
provi ded in RCW9. 96. 020.
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Sec. 28. RCW 29A.08.610 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 129 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

{( { Fh—additi-on—to-—the—case-hy-case—canceHalonprocedure—requred
HA—ROW-29A-08-420-)) The secretary of state((;)) shall conduct an
ongoing |ist maintenance program desi gned to detect persons registered
in nmore than one county or voting in nore than one county in an
el ection. This program nust be applied uniformy throughout the state

and nust be nondiscrimnatory in its application. ((Fhre—preogramrust

general election.))

The office of the secretary of state shall search the statew de
voter registrationlist to find registered voters with the sane date of
birth and simlar nanmes. Once the potential duplicate registrations
are_identified, the secretary of state shall refer the potential
duplicate registrations to the appropriate county auditors, who shal
conpare the signatures on each voter registration record and, after
confirmng that a duplicate registration exists properly resolve the
dupl i cati on.

If a voter is suspected of voting in two or nore counties in an
el ection, the county auditors in each county shall cooperate w thout
delay to determ ne the voter's county of residence. The county auditor
of the county of residence of the voter suspected of voting in two or
nore counties shall take action under RCW 29A. 84. 010 wi t hout del ay.

Sec. 29. RCW 29A. 08.620 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 130 and 2004 c 266 s 8
are each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) ((A) Each_county auditor nust_ request change_ of _address
information fromthe postal service for all absentee and nail ballots.
A _voter who votes at the polls nust be nmiled an_election-rel ated
docunent, with change of address infornation requested, at |east once
every two years and at | east ninety days prior to the date of a primary
or general election for federal office.

(2) The county auditor shall ((asstgh—a—registered—voter—to
Hractve—status—and-—shall—sendthe —voter—a—conbrmattonnobi-ce+—any
of —the —fFoH-owng—decurents —are—returned —by —the—postal —service—as
undel i verabl e

= I L ed : . on:

{b) An acknow edgenent of transfer-to a new address;
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by statute,-to be nailed by the county-auditor to the voter.

2 —A—county —auditor —shalH-—also—asstgn—a—reghstered —voter—to
. . | chall L ‘ . o

& —VYhenever —ehange —of —address —intormation —recetved —f+rom—the
departrent—ol —H-censing—under—ROW 29A-03-350—or—by—any—other—ageney

b —the—auvditor—recetves—postal—change—of —address—informtton
uhrder—ROAM29A-08-605—+ndicatinhg)) transfer the registration of a voter
and send an acknow edgenent notice to the new address inform ng the
voter of the transfer if change of address information received by the
county auditor fromthe postal service, the departnent of |licensing, or
anot her agency designated to provide voter regqgistration services
indicates that the voter has noved within the county.

(3) The county auditor shall place_a voter on inactive status and
send to all known addresses a_confirmation notice and a_ voter
registration application if change of address information received by
the county auditor from the postal service, the departnent of
licensing, or another agency designated to provide voter registration
services indicates that the voter has noved fromone county to another.

(4) The county auditor shall place_a voter on inactive status and
send to all known addresses a_ confirmation notice if any of the
foll ow ng occur:

(a) Any docunent nmiled by the county auditor to a_voter is
returned by the postal service as_undeliverable wthout address
correction infornmation; or

(b) Change of address information received fromthe postal service,
the departnent of licensing, or_ another state agency designated to
provide voter registration services indicates that the voter has noved
out of the state.

Sec. 30. RCW 29A. 08. 625 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 240 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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(1) A voter whose registration has been made inactive under this
chapter and who ((effers)) requests to vote at an ensuing election
before two federal general elections have been held nust be allowed to
vote a regular ballot applicable to the registration address, and the
voter's registration restored to active status.

(2) A voter whose registration has been properly cancel ed under
this chapter shall vote a provisional ballot. The voter shall mark the
provisional ballot in secrecy, the ballot placed in a security
envel ope, the security envelope placed in a provisional ballot
envel ope, and the reasons for the use of the provisional ballot noted.

(3) Upon receipt of such a voted provisional ballot the auditor

shal | investigate the circunstances surrounding the original
cancel | ati on. If he or she determ nes that the cancellation was in
error, the voter's registration nust be i mmedi ately reinstated, and t he
voter's provisional ballot nust be counted. If the origina

cancellation was not in error, the voter nust be afforded the
opportunity to reregister at his or her correct address, and the
voter's provisional ballot nust not be counted.

Sec. 31. RCW29A.08.630 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 131 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall return an inactive voter to active voter
status if, ((during the period beginning on the date the voter was
assigned to inactive status and ending on the day of the second)) prior
to the passage of two federal general elections ((ferfederal—offiece
that occurs after the date that the voter was sent a confirmation
not+ee)), the voter:

(1) Notifies the auditor of a change of address ((wthin—the
eodnty) ) ;

(2) Responds to a confirmation notice with information that ((the
voter)) he or she continues to reside at the registration address; or

(3) Votes or attenpts to vote in a primary ((er~—a)), special
el ection, or general election ((and—+estdes—wthinthecounty—oer—stgnhs
ay — petton —authortzed — by — statute —for —whi-ech —the — stgnatures —are
regutred—by—awto—beverifed-bythe—county—audi-tor—or—secretary—olb
state)). |If the inactive voter fails to provide such a notice or take
such an action wthin that period, the auditor shall cancel the
person's voter registration.
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Sec. 32. RCW29A.08.635 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 242 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Confirmation notices nust be on a form prescri bed by, or approved
by, the secretary of state and nust request that the voter confirmthat
he or she continues to reside at the address of record and desires to
continue to use that address for voting purposes. The notice nust
informthe voter that if the voter does not respond to the notice and
does not vote in either of the next two federal general elections, his
or her voter registration wll be cancel ed.

Sec. 33. RCW29A.08.640 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 132 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) If the response to the confirmation notice ((provides—the
county —avdi-tor —wi-th —the —infermation—tndieating)) from the_ voter
i ndi cates that the voter has noved within the county, the auditor shal
transfer the voter's registration and send the voter an acknow edgenent
noti ce.

(2) If the response fromthe voter indicates ((a+wpove—eut—of—a))
that the voter noved out of the county, but within the state, the
audi tor shall ((place the registration in inactive status for transfer
pendi ng acceptance by the county indicated by the new address. The

a a akal Bl BN Bl aaa’sa a a N-O aVa' a M a aVa' a N N a¥a' N-O\A

address)) cancel the voter's reqgistration and notify the county auditor
of the voter's new county of residence.

(3) If the response from the voter indicates that the voter has
left the state, the auditor shall cancel the voter's registration on
the official state voter registration |ist.

Sec. 34. RCW29A.08.720 and 2005 c 246 s 18 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) In the case of voter registration records received through the
departnent of licensing or an agency designated under RCW 29A. 08. 310,

the identity of the office or agency at which any particul ar indivi dual
regi stered to vote is not avail able for public inspection and shall not
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to—thepublie-)) Any record of a particular individual's choice not to
register to vote at an office of the departnent of |icensing or a state
agency designated under RCW 29A.08.310 is not available for public
i nspection and any information regardi ng such a choice by a particul ar
i ndi vi dual shall not be disclosed to the public.

(2) Subject to the restrictions of RCW29A 08. 710 and 40. 24. 060,
pol |l books, precinct lists, and current |ists of registered voters are
public records and nust be made available for public inspection and
copyi ng under such reasonable rules and regulations as the county
auditor or secretary of state may prescribe. The county auditor or
secretary of state shall pronptly furnish current |lists of registered
voters in his or her possession, at actual reproduction cost, to any
person requesting such information. The lists shall not be used for
t he purpose of mailing or delivering any advertisenent or offer for any
property, establishnment, organization, product, or service or for the
purpose of mailing or delivering any solicitation for noney, services,
or anything of value. However, the lists and |abels my be used for
any political purpose. The county auditor or secretary of state nust
provi de a copy of RCW29A.08. 740 to the person requesting the materi al
that is rel eased under this section.

(3) For the purposes of this section, "political purpose" neans a
pur pose concerned with the support of or opposition_to any candi date
for any partisan or nonpartisan office or concerned wth the support of
or opposition to any ballot proposition or issue. "Political purpose"
includes, but is not limted to, such activities as the advertising for
or _against any candidate_ or _ ballot_ neasure_or _the solicitation_ of
financial support.

Sec. 35. RCW29A.08. 760 and 2004 c¢ 267 s 134 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

The secretary of state shall provide a duplicate copy of the nmaster
statew de conputer file or electronic data file of registered voters to
the department of information services for purposes of creating the
jury source list without cost. Restrictions as to the commercial use
of the information on the statewi de conputer tape or data file of
regi stered voters, and penalties for its msuse, shall be the sanme as
provi ded in RCW ( (29A-08—7%306)) 29A.08. 720 and 29A. 08. 740.
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Sec. 36. RCW 29A.40.010 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1001 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any registered voter of the state or any ((eut—ef-state—voter;))
overseas voter((s+)) or service voter may vote by absentee ballot in any
general election, special election, or primary in the manner provided
in this chapter. ((Gyt—of-—state—voters;)) Overseas voters((y)) and
service voters are authorized to cast the sane ballots, including those
for special elections, as a registered voter of the state would receive
under this chapter

Sec. 37. RCW 29A.40.020 and 2003 ¢ 111 s 1002 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Except as otherwi se provided by law, a registered voter ((er
oeut—of-—state—voter)), overseas voter, or service voter desiring to cast
an absentee ballot at a single election or primary nust request the
absentee ballot fromhis or her county auditor no earlier than ninety
days nor later than the day before the election or primary at which the
person seeks to vote. Except as otherw se provided by I aw, the request
may be made orally in person, by telephone, electronically, or in
witing. An application or request for an absentee ball ot nmade under
the authority of a federal statute or regulation will be considered and
given the sane effect as a request for an absentee ballot under this
chapter.

(2) A voter requesting an absentee ballot for a primary may al so
request an absentee ballot for the followng general election. A
request by an ((euwt—ef—state—voters)) overseas voter((;)) or service
voter for an absentee ballot for a primary election will be considered
as a request for an absentee ballot for the foll ow ng general el ection.

(3) I'n requesting an absentee ballot, the voter shall state the
address to which the absentee ball ot should be sent. A request for an
absentee ball ot froman ((euvt—ef—stateveter)) overseas voter((s)) or
service voter nust include the address of the |last residence in the
state of Washington and either a witten application or the oath on the
return envel ope nust include a declaration of the other qualifications
of the applicant as an elector of this state. A request for an
absentee ballot fromany other voter nust state the address at which
that voter is currently registered to vote in the state of Wshi ngton
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or the county auditor shall verify that information from the voter
regi stration records of the county.

(4) Arequest for an absentee ballot froma registered voter who is
within this state nust be nade directly to the auditor of the county in
which the voter is registered. An absentee ballot request from a
registered voter who is tenporarily outside this state or from an
((eout—of-—state—voter;-)) overseas voter((y)) or service voter may be
made either to the appropriate county auditor or to the secretary of
state, who shall pronmptly forward the request to the appropriate county
audi t or.

(5) No person, organization, or association may distribute absentee
ball ot applications within this state that contain a return address
ot her than that of the appropriate county auditor.

Sec. 38. RCW 29A.40.061 and 2004 ¢ 271 s 134 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The county auditor shall issue an absentee ballot for the
primary or election for which it was requested, or for the next
occurring primary or election when ongoing absentee status has been
requested if the information contained in a request for an absentee
bal ot or ongoing absentee status received by the county auditor is
conplete and correct and the applicant is qualified to vote under
federal or state law. Orherw se, the county auditor shall notify the
applicant of the reason or reasons why the request cannot be accept ed.
Whenever two or nore candi dates have filed for the position of precinct
commttee officer for the sanme party in the same precinct, the contest
for that position nmust be presented to absentee voters from that
preci nct by either including the contest on the regul ar absentee ball ot
or a separate absentee ballot. The ballot nust provide space
designated for witing in the nane of additional candi dates.

(2) A registered voter nmay obtain a replacenent ballot if the
ball ot is destroyed, spoiled, |ost, or not received by the voter. The
voter may obtain the ballot by telephone request, by mil,
el ectronically, or in person. The county auditor shall keep a record
of each repl acenent ball ot provided under this subsection.

(3) A copy of the state voters' panphlet nust be sent to
( { reghstered —voters —tenporartby — outside — the — state- — out-pl-state
voters;)) overseas voters((+)) and service voters along with the
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absentee ballot if such a panphlet has been prepared for the primry or
el ection and is available to the county auditor at the tine of mailing.
The county auditor shall mail all absentee ballots and rel ated nateri al
to overseas and service voters ((eutsidetheterr+tortal—tmts—-ofthe
Uni-ted—States—and-the bistret—of—Colurbia)) under 39 U S. C. 3406.

Sec. 39. RCW29A 40.091 and 2005 c 246 s 21 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The county auditor shall send each absentee voter a ballot, a
security envelope in which to seal the ballot after voting, a |arger
envel ope in which to return the security envel ope, and instructions on
how to mark the ballot and how to return it to the county auditor. The
instructions that acconpany an absentee ballot for a partisan primary
must include instructions for voting the applicable ballot style, as
provided in chapter 29A. 36 RCW The absentee voter's nane and address
must be printed on the larger return envel ope, which nmust al so contain
a declaration by the absentee voter reciting his or her qualifications
and stating that he or she has not voted in any other jurisdiction at
this election, together with a summary of the penalties for any
violation of any of the provisions of this chapter. The declaration

must clearly informthe voter that it is illegal to vote if he or she
is not a United States citizen; it is illegal to vote if he or she has
been convicted of a felony and has not had his or her voting rights
restored; and, except as otherwi se provided by law, it is illegal to

cast a ballot or sign an absentee envel ope on behal f of another voter.
The return envel ope nust provide space for the voter to indicate the
date on which the ballot was voted and for the voter to sign the oath.
It nust also contain a space so that the voter may include a tel ephone
nunber. A summary of the applicable penalty provisions of this chapter
must be printed on the return envelope imediately adjacent to the
space for the voter's signature. The signature of the voter on the
return envel ope nust affirmand attest to the statenents regarding the
qualifications of that voter and to the validity of the ballot. The
return envel ope nust also have a secrecy flap that the voter may sea

that will cover the voter's signature and optional telephone nunber.
For ((eut—ef-state—veters,)) overseas voters((;)) and service voters,
the signed declaration on the return envelope constitutes the
equi valent of a voter registration for the election or primary for
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which the ballot has been issued. The voter nust be instructed to
either return the ballot to the county auditor by whomit was issued or
attach sufficient first-class postage, if applicable, and mail the
ballot to the appropriate county auditor no |later than the day of the
el ection or primary for which the ballot was issued.

| f the county auditor chooses to forward absentee ballots, he or
she nmust include with the ballot a <clear explanation of the
qgual i fications necessary to vote in that election and nust al so advi se
a voter with questions about his or her eligibility to contact the

county auditor. This explanation may be provided on the ballot
envel ope, on an enclosed insert, or printed directly on the ballot
itself. If the information is not included, the envel ope nust clearly

indicate that the ballot is not to be forwarded and that return postage
I S guar ant eed.

Sec. 40. RCW 29A.40.110 and 2006 ¢ 207 s 4 and 2006 ¢ 206 s 6 are
each reenacted and anended to read as foll ows:

(1) The openi ng and subsequent processing of return envel opes for
any primary or election may begin upon receipt. The tabul ation of
absentee ballots nust not commence until after 8:00 p.m on the day of
the primary or el ection.

(2) Al received absentee return envel opes nust be placed in secure
| ocations fromthe tine of delivery to the county auditor until their
subsequent opening. After opening the return envel opes, the county
canvassi ng board shall place all of the ballots in secure storage until
after 8:00 p.m of the day of the primary or election. Absentee
ballots that are to be tabul ated on an electronic vote tallying system
may be taken from the inner envelopes and all the normal procedura
steps may be perfornmed to prepare these ballots for tabul ation.

(3) Before opening a returned absentee ballot, the canvassing
board, or its designated representatives, shall exam ne the postnmark,
statenment, and signature on the return envelope that contains the

security envelope and absentee ballot. Al'l personnel assigned to
verify signatures mnust receive training on statew de standards for
signature verification. Personnel shall wverify that the voter's

signature on the return envelope is the sane as the signature of that
voter in the registration files of the county. Verification my be
conducted by an automated verification systemapproved by the secretary
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of state. For any absentee ballot, a variation between the signature
of the voter on the return envel ope and the signature of that voter in
the registration files due to the substitution of initials or the use
of common ni cknanmes is permtted so | ong as the surnane and handwriting
are clearly the sane.

(4) For registered voters casting absentee ballots, the date on the
return envelope to which the voter has attested determnes the
validity, as to the tinme of voting for that absentee ballot if the
postmark is mssing or is illegible. For ((eut—ef-state—votersy))
overseas voters((;)) and service voters ((stationred—tn—the—United
States)), the date on the return envelope to which the voter has
attested determnes the validity as to the tinme of voting for that
absent ee ball ot.

Sec. 41. RCW 29A.60.235 and 2005 c¢ 243 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The county auditor shall prepare, make publicly avail able at
the auditor's office or on the auditor's web site, and submt at the
time of certification an election reconciliation report that discloses
the foll ow ng i nformation:

(a) The nunber of registered voters;

(b) The nunber of ballots counted,

(c) The nunber of provisional ballots issued;

(d) The nunber of provisional ballots counted,

(e) The nunber of provisional ballots rejected;

(f) The nunber of absentee ballots issued;

(g) The nunber of absentee ballots counted,

(h) The nunber of absentee ballots rejected,

(1) The nunber of federal wite-in ballots counted,;

(j) The nunber of ((eut—ef-stater)) overseas((y)) and service
bal | ot s i ssued;

(k) The nunber of ((eut—ef-stater)) overseas((y)) and service
bal | ot s counted; and

(1) The nunber of ((eut—ef-stater)) overseas((y)) and service
bal | ots rejected.

(2) The county auditor shall prepare and make publicly avail abl e at
the auditor's office or on the auditor's web site within thirty days of
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certification afinal election reconciliation report that discloses the
foll ow ng information:

(a) The nunber of registered voters;

(b) The total nunber of voters credited with voti ng;

(c) The nunber of poll voters credited with voti ng;

(d) The nunber of provisional voters credited with voti ng;

(e) The nunber of absentee voters credited with voti ng;

(f) The nunber of federal wite-in voters credited with voting;

(9) The nunber of ((ewt—of—state;)) overseas((;)) and service
voters credited with voting;

(h) The total nunber of voters credited with voting even though
their ballots were postmarked after el ection day and were not counted,
and

(1) Any other information the auditor deens necessary to reconcile
the nunber of ballots counted with the nunber of voters credited with
voti ng.

(3) The county auditor mnmay also prepare such reports for
jurisdictions |located, in whole or in part, in the county.

Sec. 42. RCW46.20.155 and 2005 ¢ 246 s 24 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) Before issuing an original license or identicard or renewing a
license or identicard under this chapter, the licensing agent shall
determine if the applicant wants to register to vote or transfer his or
her voter registration by asking the foll ow ng question:

"Do you want to register to vote or transfer your voter
regi stration?"

| f the applicant chooses to register or transfer a registration
t he agent shall ask the foll ow ng:

(1) "Are you a United States citizen?"
(2) "Are you or will you be eighteen years of age on or before the
next el ection?"

| f the applicant answers in the affirmative to both questions, the
agent shall then ((previdetheapptHecant—wthaveterregistrationform
antt—-nstruet-ons—and—shal-—record that—the—apph-ecant—has—reguestedto
register—to—vote—oer—transfer—a—veoter)) subnmt the registration or
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transfer. |If the applicant answers in the negative to either question,
the agent shall not ((previde—the—appHeant—wth)) submt a voter
regi stration ((ferr) application.

(2) The departnment shall establish a procedure that substantially
nmeets the requirenents of subsection (1) of this section when
permtting an applicant to renewa license or identicard by mail or by
el ectroni c comer ce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 43. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW29A.04.103 (Qut-of-state voter) and 2003 ¢ 111 s 118;

(2) RCW 29A.08.040 ("Person,"” "political purpose.") and 2003 c 111
s 202 & 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 111 s 1;

(3) RCW 29A.08.113 (Alternative forns of identification--Voting
procedure) and 2005 ¢ 246 s 7,

(4) RCW 29A.08.145 (Late registration--Special procedure) and 2006
c 97 s 2, 2005 c 246 s 10, 2004 c 267 s 113, 2003 ¢ 111 s 213, & 1993
c 383 s 1,

(5) RCW29A. 08. 360 (Address changes at departnent of |icensing) and
2004 c 267 s 121 & 2003 c¢ 111 s 227,

(6) RCW 29A.08.605 (Registration |ist maintenance) and 2004 c 267
s 128 & 2003 c 111 s 236;

(7) RCW 29A.08.651 (Voter registration database) and 2005 ¢ 246 s
16 & 2004 ¢ 267 s 101; and

(8) RCW29A.08.780 (State and county list interchange) and 2004 c
267 s 137.

Passed by the Senate April 20, 2009.

Passed by the House April 14, 20009.

Approved by the Governor My 6, 2009.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 8, 20009.

SSB 5270. SL p. 36



	Section 1.
	Section 2.
	Section 3.
	Section 4.
	Section 5.
	Section 6.
	Section 7.
	Section 8.
	Section 9.
	Section 10.
	Section 11.
	Section 12.
	Section 13.
	Section 14.
	Section 15.
	Section 16.
	Section 17.
	Section 18.
	Section 19.
	Section 20.
	Section 21.
	Section 22.
	Section 23.
	Section 24.
	Section 25.
	Section 26.
	Section 27.
	Section 28.
	Section 29.
	Section 30.
	Section 31.
	Section 32.
	Section 33.
	Section 34.
	Section 35.
	Section 36.
	Section 37.
	Section 38.
	Section 39.
	Section 40.
	Section 41.
	Section 42.
	Section 43.

